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INSTALLATION OF THE CHIEF RABBI. 


The following is the official announcement of the arrange-. 


ments, already notified in our last issue. 


Great Synagogue Chambers, June 17, 5605. 


Sir.—I beg to inform you that the installation of the Rev. 
Dr. 8. M. Adler, as Chief Rabbi of the united Congregations 
of Jews of the British empire, will take place in the Great 
Synagogue, on Thursday, the 10th of July next, on which occa- 
sion the doors will be opened at half past four, and closed 
at half hast five o’Clock in the afternoon precisely. To 
prevent inconvenience, no person will be admitted without a 
ticket. I am, Sir, 

Your most obedient Servant, 
| SIMEON OPPENHEIM. 
To the Editor of the Voice of Jacob. | Secretary. 
_ We understand that, besides the seat holders of the Synagogue 
in which the ceremony will take place, the Readers and War- 
dens of the other metropolitan Synagogues, and such of the pro- 
vincial Representatives as shall signify their desire to be present, 
as also the Members of the Board of Deputies, will have seats 
allotted to them. The re-opening of the Synagogue on that 
evening, after having undergone the repairs which are now 
in progress, will give the ceremony something of the character 
of are-consecration; and the interval will be employed in pro- 
viding such extra accommodation for the additional attendance 
_ 8 can conveniently be effected. The only feature in the order 
of service not already mentioned in our last issue, is the sermon 
which Dr, Adler will deliver (on this occasion) in the German 
language, 
RELIGIOUS TOLERATION. 


“A correspondence between Mr. Josepn Simpson, of Balti- 
more, (of the Hebrew persuasion,) and Joun Tycer, President 
of the United States, has been submitted to our perusal, with 
liberty to publish the whole, or so much of it as we might deem 

toper. The occasion of Mr. Simpson’s writing to President 
yler, was a notice which appeared in the Republican and 
Argus of the 28th June, 1843, to the following effect— 

“*A convention of the officers in the army and navy, and 

others interested in the promotion of Christianity in the several 
ranches of the public service, is to be held in New York on 
the 26th July. General Scott is expected to preside.’ 


‘* This notice Mr. Simpson objected to, as he apprehended the 
design of holding the convention to be, to make appointments 
in the army and navy, and to other offices, dependent upon the 
profession of Christianity. Under this impression, Mr. Simp- 
son sent a long and well written letter to the President, object- 
ing to the introduction of religious distinctions into any depart- 
ment of the public service—referring to the constitutional 
guarantee of perfect toleration of religious opinion—and insist- 
ing that talents, integrity and fitness, should alone be considered 
in making appointments to office—as otherwise we should be ir: 
danger of connecting church and state. ‘To this letter President 
Tyler made the following reply, which we publish in extenso, 
as setting forth the true principles upon which our government 
is founded, so far as relates to the subject of religious profes- 
sion.” —F'rom the Balt. Clipper. 


10th July, 1843. 


Dear Sir :—The notice which you mention in your letter of the 
3rd inst., has been only called to my attention by your reference 
to it. I presume that it is nothing more than a contemplated 
assemblage of certain officers of the army and navy, in their cha- 
racter of citizens and Christians, having for its object the inculea- 
tion upon others, of their religion tenets, for, as they believe, the 
benefit and advantage of mankind. A similar call, on the part of 
any other religious sect, would be alike tolerated under our institu- 
tions. The Government has nothing to do with the publication ; 
nor has it issued from any one of the departments. Whether 
General Scott is to preside over the mR I am not in any way, 
other than through your letter, informed. If he attends, it will not 
and cannot be in his character of General-in-Chief in the army. 
He will necessarily, for the time being, lay aside his sword and 
epaulettes, and appear, it is true, as a distinguished citizen, but in 
no other light than as a citizen. Was he a Hebrew, and of the 
same tribe with yourself, his right to preside in your Synagogue, if 

ermitted or required by your laws, would in no manner affect him 
in his military character; nor would it make him obnoxious to the 
censure of the Government for so doing. ‘The United States have 
adventured upon a great and noble experiment, which is believed 
to have been hazarded in the absence of all previous precedent— 
that of a total separation of Church and State. No religious esta- 
blishment by law exists among us. The conscience is left free from 
all restraint, and each is permitted to worship his Maker after his 
own judgment. The offices of the Government are open alike to 
all. No tithes are levied to support an established hierarchy; nor 
is the fallible judgment of man set up as the only sure and infalli- 
ble creed of faithh The Mahommedan, if he were to come among 
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the Constitution, 


us, would have the privilege guaranteed to him b 
t Incian might 


to wofship according to the Keram; and the | 
erect a shrine to if it pleased him. 
Such is the spirit of toleration inculcated by our political institu- 
tions. The fruits are visible im the universal contentment which 
everywhere prevails. Christians arebroken up into various sects, 
but we have no persecution, no stake, no rack—no compulsion or 
force, no furious or bigoted zeal; but each and all move on in their 
selected sphere, and worship the Great Creator according to their 
own forms and ceremonies. The Hebrew, persecuted and down- 
trodden in other regions, takes up his abode among us with none 
to make him afraid. He may boast, as well he can, of his 
descent from the Patriarchs of old—of his wise men in couacil, 
and strong men in battle. He may evermore turn his eye to Judea, 
resting with confidence on the  heene that is made him, of his 
restoration to the Holy land, and he may worship the God of his 
fathers, after the manner that that worship was conducted by Aaron 
and his successors in the Priesthood, and the Aigis of the Govern- 
ment is over him to defend and protect him. Such is the great 
experiment which we have tried, and such are the happy fruits 
which have resulted from it: our system of free government would 
be imperfect without it. 
The body may be oppressed and manacled, and yet survive ; 
but if the mind of man be fettered, its energies and faculties perish, 
and what remains is of the earth, earthy. Mind should be free as 
the light or as the air. 
While I remain connected with the Government, be assured, sir, 
that so far as the Executive action is concerned, the guarantees of 
the Constitution in this great particular, will know no diminution. 
For your kind expression of goodwill towards me personally, I 
beg you to accept my thanks, along with my best wishes for your 
health and happiness. 


Joun TY er. 


Religious Meditations suggested by the Haftorohs. 


No. 20. 4nbyna-p naw Zechariah (7 
(Angl. version, cap. ii. 10. to iv. 7.) 
Sing and rejoice O Daughter of Zion! for behold I come, and will 


dwell in thy midst, saith the Eternal: And many nations shall adhere to 
the Eternal on that day, and shall become my people, and I will dwell 


in thy midst. 

Thus was the prophet charged to address the captives in 
Babel, shortly before their restoration to the Holy Land ; and 
thus may we also rejoice, during our present esirangement, in 
the consciousness that the signal of our restored nationality, will 
be the adherence of many nations to the God of Israel, all 
‘seeking ‘the Law which shall go forth from Zion, and the 
word of the Eternal from Jerusalem;” and, in the terms of the 
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| place a pure head-band upon the head of Joshu 


Haftorah, acknowledging Judah as His inheritance in the Holy | 


Land. 


The prophet, under the guidance of the angel or messenger* 
of God, having been shewn the restoration of desolate Zion, 
and the punishment of the nations which had helped forward 
the affliction of Israel, when God was “ but a little displeased ”’ 
with His people, is now shown the prefiguration of the events 
which are to occur at the rebuilding of the Temple. A 
principal agent in the restoration of its sacrifices, is necessarily 
the High Priest, Joshua son of Jeosedek. This functionary, 
_ whose ministration was needful to the Temple service,was,it would 

appear, suspected of having sanctioned the intermarriage of 
his sons with daughters of the stranger, (vide Ezra x. 18,) a 
grievous sin against the Divine ordinances. The prophet sees 
him, as on his trial, the accuser (‘‘ the Satan”), standing at his 
right band, as was probably the custom in courts of justice in 
those times, (vide Psalms cix. 6.) But the accuser is rebuked, 
and the innocent father is vindicated and saved from condemna- 
tion, even as ‘‘ a brand plucked from the fire.” 

It is indeed a serious transgression against God and Israel, 
to marry without the pale; and woe to the parent who has 
either connived at, or not exerted his just influence to prevent, 
this backsliding of his offspring. | 

The High Priest is divested of his soiled garments, and 
robed with honor, as symbolic of his acquittal and restora- 
tion to favor. The prophet asks, that the bystanders shall 


* The word 5x>ID may be rendered either way. The contemporary 
prophet Haggai calls himself by this name: Hag, i, 13. | 


a; and it js 
rd of Hosts, 


accordingly done, with this injunction from the Lo 
whose minister he is thus invested,— 

If thou wilt walk in my ways, and wilt guard m 
thou also judge my house, shalt moreover ‘watel cane 
give thee means of access to (opportunities of influence among) 
who stand by. 

Thus are we taught how those whom the 
the charge to minister for them, may secure the succesg of 
their labours. It is to be faithful servants of God, jealous 
guardians of their sacred charge—not lovers of their own ease 
nor temporizers, nor slumberers on their watch—so shall God 
bless their mission, giving them the right to judge in Hig house 
and to lead a united people to the knowledge and practice of 
theirduties. Joshua was exhorted not to depend upon his own 
labours, but to enlist the co-operation of those by whom he 
was surrounded, and who were distinguished men, (probab] 
Jeremiah, Ezra, &c., or, according to some, Hananiah, Mishaet 
and Azariah.)* He is indeed a wise ruler, who avails himself 
of the talents of able assistants, and enlists auxiliaries to 
strengthen and confirm him in an important charge. 

Even in those days, as in our own, it was a high privilege 
to lay the foundation of a great and uational work; but sti) 
greater is the merit of the office if, instead of being a post of 
honor and distinction, it is the post of danger or of difficult 
enterprize. Alas! how many are the undertakings needful to be 
accomplished in these times for the welfare of Israel, both 
spiritually and temporally, and local as well as general in their 
bearing, which the public exigencies loudly call for, and which 
the hearts of all who wisely love their people ardently desire. 
but which are nevertheless not advanced, because of' the diff. 
culties and the misconceptions that might beset him who would 
nobly dare to commence the work! Did the faithful servants 
of God, in those days, wait until popularity and glory were read 
to crown them, before they assumed the lead, and sought to la: 
the foundations for the regeneration of Israel? Oh that the men 
to whom Providence has given prominence and influence for 
His service, in these times,—whether their desire be to train and 
qualify pastors for His intended flock, or to promote a system of 
intercommunication and co-operation for the guidance of our dis- 
persed multitudes, or to rally the national sympathies around some 
pious institution on that sacred spot which is the glory of all 
lands, and the hope of all believers,—be it one or all of these, 
Oh that their advocates would have more faith in His promises, 
more constancy in their own attempts! What was more difficult, 
what was more obstructed, than the laying of the first stone oi 
the second temple! Sacred history tells us of the sneers and 
the cavils, the plots and the hindrances, which beset the under- 
taking at its commencement, but it also tells us how the gra- 
cious promises which sustained the leaders, were fulfilled in all 
their literality :— 


For behold! the stone which I have laid before Joshua, upon (that) one 
stone (shall be) seven eyes (it shall be watched seven-fold): behold! itis! 
will engrave its graving (inscription.) . . . Who art thou, Oh great 
mountain! (the cabal for obstructing the work) before Zerubabel (thou 
shalt become) a plain, and he shall bring forth the head stone, (crownlug 
or completing the work) with shoutings, (of) grace! grace unto it! 


Literally indeed were these prophecies fulfilled, 4s the 
sacred page recounts, encouraging those whose work Is yet 


shalt 
wil) 


those 


people invest with 


* The signification of this verse has been erroneously rendered by a 
Jewish expositors. Joshua, the High Priest of that age, is encourage 
with the promise of assistance in his mission, with reference to prophecies 
immediately to be fulfilled. The literal translation is: ; a 

“ Hearken now, Joshua, the High Priest, thou and thy friends be 
before thee,—for they are distinguished men, —for I will bring my servant, 
a (MD¥).”’ 

at Zerubabel, Pacha of Judah, was indicated by this figure, '8 : 
dent from the explicit promise of success to the labours of that anes sant 
by name, a few verses later. Again, by the mouth of Haggai, who . > 
with a special message to him, he is called the seal, or signet, : ns “ha 
God. (vide Hag.) It will be remembered that, as Pacha of the Jews, ( k( 
Babylonish name and title) hisinfluence would be considerable for ike a 
such magnitude as the return of the nation, and the rebuilding 0 sok tt 
and temple. In the Gemara of Sanhedrim, the exact epithet a7“ eee 
sprout, is construed as expressive of the increase of power an" 
which God would cause as it were to sprout up in Zerubabel, eved 
MMS (Pacha) at the Persian court, — | 
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before them, to place no less reliance on the protection which 
shall be vouchsafed to their earnest efforts, on the success which 
shall crown them in theend. Can there indeed be Jews, indif- 
ferent to the time of which it is promised that— 

I will set aside the punishment* of that land in one day; in that day, 
saith the Lord of Hosts, shall ye call each man unto his neighbour, under 
che vine and under the fig tree—? 

No; let us, each and all, do our best to accomplish what we 
may for the spiritual and oe weal of Israel; so shall we 
obey the behest of Him, who hath graciously said of us by the 
same prophet, that ‘‘ Whoso toucheth thee, toucheth the apple 
of His eye.” Let those of us in whose power it has been given 
to lead in good works for Israel, look round upon the desola- 
tion in which lie our religious institutions—upon the thraldom 
to utter worldliness in which our own proper neighbours are 
held captive—upon the exile from God's covenant which hangs 
impending over our immediate dependents and descendants ; 
let us resolve to achieve something for the restoration of our 
national purity, for the emancipation of the Jewish mind from 
that hankering after strange things which threatens to engross 
itso exclusively. Let us first secure our own citadel, let us first 
entrench our proper outposts, and then only will it be safe and 
lawful in us to encourage more intimate relations with those 
who, while they are not of us, are confessedly engaged in en- 
ticing our own from us. Let the chief men in Israel, who 
are so prone to swim with the tide of popularity, and whose 
glory it is to be borne up on its giddy stream, let them 
bethink themselves whether, when their bourne is reached, it 
may not be required at their hands, wherefore they did not 
rather stem the current which despised its bounds? True, the 
task were hard; the office, for the time, thankless; but there 
are yet, as in the days of Elijah, many thousands left in Israel, 
faithful to follow those who shall lead them to the true service of 
God. Let then no chief in Israel say, that his means are too 
small,his powers too limited, wisely to.undertake the consolida- 
tion of those institutions which the times demand, and whose safety 
the popular current threatens; for God, who is ever faithful 
to fulfil, hath declared by the mouth of Zechariah, that His 
missions are to be accomplished— 


“ Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord 
of Hosts.” 


VESTRIES AND CHAZAN PREACHERS. 


The following striking passages, from an article on ‘ Syna- 
gogue Preaching in Britain and her dependencies,” are from 
the pen of the Rev. M. N. Nathan, and therefore claim 
attention, It is scarcely necessary to say, that we quote them 
for their general bearing, omitting all other references. 

Jewish Vestries.—“ In some synagogues the right of suffrage 
and representation has been invaded—in others, totally abolished— 
the democratic spirit of our institutions has been destroyed, and 
the whole fabric of synagogue government so changed by altera- 
tions, so defaced by innovations (which the pride of wealth and 


lust of power have introduced as improvements) as to render it, in | 


ts present form, scarcely recognizable as an erection designed, 
modelled, and raised by a people whose holy law established popu- 
lar assemblies to be ~ fot. by the general body, gave every mem- 
ber of that nation a voice in the election of representatives, so that 
true men, just men, righteous men, God-fearing men, might be 
selected for government; but every one rejected, no matter how 
powerful, how wealthy, who possessed not these requisite qualifi- 
cations, ....., We would prefer to see the venerable edifice of our 
faith green with the damp of time, and blackened by centuries of 
€xposure, than to have it plastered and daubed, and tched and 
coated, by the hands of modern improvers. Our wish is to see 
every one in his proper station—every one ranked under his pro- 
per standard; but no illegal usurpation of authority, and no irre- 
‘ponsible synagogue government, which are both contrary to the 
etter and spirit of our law, though they have been so long tolerated 
0 colonial and provincial congregations.” 

Duties of a Chazan-Preacher.— Expediency is no doubt very 
Useful in worldly affairs, but in spiritual concerns it is ever produc- 


* NY, as in Gen. iy. 13; 1 Sam. xxviii, 10, &. 
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tive of injury; it delays, and does not remedy the evil; on the 
contrary, it increases it, and its effects must be disastrous to the 
— and his congregation. He may, for instance, be scrupu- 
ous of alludin to some vice because it is general, or indulged in 
by the influential; in such a case, they will not find fault with, but 
rather admire and applaud his preaching. He will be flattered, 
caressed, and praised by them: but dooms he not himself, by this 
truckling, to the compunctious visitings of an accusing conscience 
in the hour of meditation, in sickness, in affliction, and on the bed 
of death? Will his mind be tranquil or his heart peaceful, when 
he draws near the tribunal of the Most High? Can he limit the 
progress of that vice which he neglects to reprove? Will he be 
able to prevent its poison from circulating and infecting the off- 
spring of the generation who practice it? Can he avoid its claim- 
ing affinity with kindred vices? Must not his culpable silence, 
whether proceeding from moral cowardice, the dread of pecuniary 
loss, or the fear of displeasing his patrons, entail misery on himself 
and hearers? And had he not better descend from his lofty station 
than encounter so vast a responsibility—than endanger the souls 
and bodies of those to whose iniquity he feigns himself blind, 
against whose dereliction his mouth is sealed? He had better go 
and cringe before the weak objects of his servility, than tanobly 


ormerly empty benches—where children are now trained in the 
principles of their faith, they were then utterly ignorant of its 
first rudiments—where there are now sabbath-keepers, there were 
formerly sabbath-breakers—where conformity to the Jewish faith 
was either outward or nominal, there is now a strict performance 
of its precepts—and orthodoxy now reigns, where belief and faith 
were terms used, but little understood. We know, and can testify 
to, these facts. Our knowledge extends over a period of twenty 
years, from the birth of synagogue preaching in Britain, and her 
dependencies. The seat bea have effected all these transforma- 
tions. They have made religion respected, the poor moral; it is 
they who have filled the synagogues—who have promoted educa- 
tion—who have called our people from strange folds—who have 
brought the deist and freethinker to a sense of their responsibility 
and duty.” 


Jenish Hospital and Industrial Schools, at Jerusalem. 


We continue to receive many anxious inquiries on these deeply 
interesting subjects. With reference to the first, (the Hospital 
project,) no information of a definite character has reached us 
since the formal announcement which we were requested to 
make in our No, 100. It might savour of mistrust, on our 
part, in the pledge there conveyed, or appear somewhat un- 
mindful of the pious sacrifices already made in a certain quarter, 
—as earnest of devotion to the cause of the Holy fant, if we 
more directly urged this matter now. Perhaps, as we have said | 
before, there exists a not altogether unwarranted dread of pre- 
cipitancy, consequent on a want of confidence in the public dis- 

osition to answer the appeal for institutions in the Holy Land. 
het those who are impatient of the delay, assist us with the means 
of demonstrating that it is unnecessary, and we will take care 
to bring their proofs to bear usefully. Rumours are circulated 
and believed, that enterprising persons from Jerusalem, are not 
only arrived in En 8 | to propose the introduction of textile 
manufactures into the Holy Land, but that they have even been 
down to Manchester to look after machinery. Besides these, 
Mr. I. A. Rosenthal, whose propositions for like purposes were 
alluded to in No. 96—and, in some measure, anticipated by the 
papers on the “claims of Palestine,” in Nos. 74, 75 and 76, of 
our last volume—is also here; with what chances of a successful 
issue we are unable to say; for if any thing great or lasting is to 
be accomplished, it is scarcely to be expected from individual 
efforts. The first movement must, however, originate with an 
individual, and, sooner or later, what all expect must inevitably 
be attempted. Whatever the result, a blessing will rest on that 
attempt, for, in such a cause, to dare and even fail, is far nobler 
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| 
stand as an expounder of the law and prophets, whose denuncl- ‘ 
tions against transgression he trembles to promulgate. How many | 
examples might be cited from the bible of false prophets, lying i | 
teachers, shepherds who assisted to devour, but not feed the flock ; ih | 
and the retribution of a just Providence failed not to mete out their rn 
punishment in proportion to their offence!...... Experience has 2. i 
demonstrated that wherever public preaching has been introduced re, 
in the synagogue, the respectability of the community has increased. ie 
Education has progressed, so has religion in the exercise of public a, 
worship and family devotion, and morals have astonishingly im- st 
proved. Where there are now crowded assemblies, there were i. 
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than assured success in an ordinary career; and to prompt others 


to a pious course, comprehends more real merit than the fame 
of accomplishing, single-handed, the proper task of many. 


The Levant Mail, just arrived, reports fearful disturbances 
in Syria and the Holy Land. The Druses and Maronites are 
carrying on a war of mutual extermination, firing one village 
after another, and devastating whole districts of the silk worms 
which are the maintenance of both parties. It is declared by 

ress correspondents, from Beyrout and Constantinople, that the 
Turkish troops take part against the Christians, and the Euro- 
pean powers are called on to interpose. Each church there appeals 
to its respective protectorate in Europe, and with a probability 
of success :—alas! to what body of their wealthy and influential 
brethren in Europe shall the unhappy Jews appeal, in such a 
crisis ? 


MISCELLANEOUS INTELLIGENCE. 

Duke’s-Place Synagogue.—This place of worship was closed 
on Monday last, to undergo some periodical repairs; it will not 
be re-opened until the installation of Dr. Adler on the 10th of 
July. 

Bevis-Marks Synagogue.—After the afternoon service of the 
first day of the recent festival, Mr. Abraham Mendes delivered 
his first discourse, as announced in our last number. It gives 
us much pleasure to record the general feeling of satisfaction 
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scripture were awarded; Ist, to Master Louis M. 
2nd. Master P. Cohen; 3rd. Master W. I. Cohen 
and Master A, Cohen; 4th. Master James Raphall 
B. Myers; various minor prizes and certificates were 
to the pupils, several of whom addressed the ass 
much good taste. Thanks having been voted to 
and to the President, D. Barnett, Esq., the meet 
much delighted with the proceedings of the day.” 


Emanuel: 
and Master 


distributed 
embly with 
the Masters 
Ng separated 


Brighton, 10th June.—* The Rev. Mr. Levy de 
discourse on the first day of the Festival, on the tex 
ye shall be unto me a kingdom of Priests, and a Ho 
He expatiated on the value of such a distinction, and the g 
it imposes, especially as towards the law given on the anniv : 
sary of that day; and he concluded by exhorting his poeta 
tion to train their children worthy of the trust to be transmitted 
to them.” 

The Jewish Disabilities Removal Bill has again been pos, 
poned, on account of more pressing business, until Monday 
next, 

Ladies’ Loan and Visiting Society—lIt is a giant stride 
towards the success of an undertaking, to lay down sound prin. 
ciples for its regulation; and this is especially the merit of 
the first annual report of this society. Its benevolent supporters 
in the language of this document, seek— 


“To discourage and prevent pauperism and promote industry, 


livered a 
t, ‘ Andi 
ly Nation,’ 


with which he was listened to by the congregation. The text | by inducing those, who have hitherto habitually looked to charity 


chosen was from the Torah section of the day, “* Lo, I come to | 


thee in a thick cloud, in order that the people may hear when 
I speak with thee, and also believe in thee for ever.” Exodus 
xix. 9. Many topics which the day and its associations 


suggested, were pertinently treated, and neatly arranged. It 
was neither to be expected nor desired, that the discourse of so | without inquiry, would but momentarily consider how often that 


young an aspirant for the ministry should strain at originality; bounty is abused—how often the most clamorous are the least 


it is quite sufficient that it should be judiciously considered, | 


advisedly prepared, and impressively delivered ; and this merit thei! adn 
: Society opens to them a means of dispensing their gifts, scarcely 


we can conscientiously accord. There ores no ground to 


apprehend that less than justice will be done to Mr. Mendes’. 


capabilities as a lecturer, by the congregation which he ad- utility of their benevolence. 


dressed ; and he will doubtless be afforded other opportunities — 


in that pulpit. We think, therefore, to do Mr. M. a service by 
praying his friends, in their excess of zeal, not to exaggerate his 
claims in this respect, lest inordinate expectations should be 
raised only to be disappointed; at the same time, we are able 
to declare, so far as one not trained to the Sephard minhag may 


venture such an opinion, that less than justice has been done to | 


Mr. M.’s mode of reading divine service, merely because his 
melodies and emphases have not happened to accord with the pre- 
dilections of the Bevis-Marks synagogue. This matter was not 
noticed before, simply because we are averse to giving prom- 
inence to the mere probation of a Chazan—as if it were a piece 
of performance; but since truthful criticism prompts us to re- 
cord an opinion somewhat less exalted than the public appears 
to entertain of Mr. M’s first English discourse, we use the oppor- 
tunity to claim more justice for him, as a correct, distinct, and 


_ (to our own ear, at least,) not distasteful Hebrew reader. 


Birmingham Hebrew National School.—‘‘ The annual ex- 
amination of the pupils took place on the 8th 9th and 1Uth 
instant. The number tear was 58 boys and 30 girls, the 
former in three, the latter in two classes. The subjects for 
examination were Hebrew reading, grammar, translation of 

rayer book and Bible, French, Geography, History of Greece 

ome and England, Arithmetic, English Grammar and Com- 
position, Penmanship, &c., and the manner in which the pupils 
acquitted themselves was most creditable to their masters, and 
gratifying to their parents and friends. 

‘* The distribution of prizes took place on the 14th instant, 
in the presence of numerous visitors. Silver medals granted by 
Sir Moses Montefiore, were awarded to Masters Louis M. 
Emanuel, Abraham Blanckensee, of Bristol; Alfred Abrahams, 
of Chertsey; Joseph S. Cohen, of Dublin; and Edward M. 
Marks, of Swansea; Miss Neustadt and Miss Raphall. The 
Rev. H. Highton’s prizes for the best examination in sacred 


as their source of maintenance, to rely rather on their own indus. 
trial exertions...... When charity is dispensed by this Society, jt 
is preceded by vigilant inquiry. The Committee visit in rotation 
the neighbourhoods in which the poor are located; and, from 
personal investigation, are enabled judiciously to apply the finances 
entrusted to their care. If persons who bestow their bounty 


worthy—how often the truly necessitous would rather perish in 
their misery than solicit aid;—they would at once admit that this 


available to themselves, and materially enhancing the value and 


“ The Committee observe that the poor generally are industrious; 
and consider that their position would be much improved if their 
children were apprenticed to handicraft trades, instead of following, 
as they do by hundreds, the occupation of dealing in old wearing 
apparel; a mode of earning a subsistence which is at all times 
precarious, inasmuch as many in the trade do not earn the smallest 
sum for weeks together. 

“The public is aware that the system adopted by the Society, for 
the assistance of those who desire to earn a maintenance for them- 
selves and families, is the advance of Loans, varying in amount 
from Jen Shillings to Five Pounds. These Loans bear no interest, 
involve no expense, and are repaid by weekly instalments, pro- 

ortionate to the amount lent. The Committee have also estab- 
ished a Savings’ Bank, for the deposit of surplus earnings; 8° 
that the borrower, whilst he acquits himself of his pecuniary 
obligation, can, if careful and fdasistons, make a provision for 
future exigencies. 
-“ Some of those who, when they received the Loans, were in4 
state of destitution, simply because they had not the means to eam 
a livelihood, are now not only paying off the sums advanced, but 
have actually become depositors in the Savings’ Bank. 

“Though it is unquestionably desirable to alleviate, by judicious: 
aid, the inevitable destitution of the aged and the afflicted, at 
such as are incapable of maintaining themselves, still - > 
recommendation of this Society to the continued patronage ° he 
public is, that it assists, and, in some cases, efficiently directs t 
exertions of the poor; it implants in them a feeling of respe¢ 
towards those more favoured than themselves with the gilts 0 
fortune; the impostor alone dreads the visit and the ecg a 
the meritorious, including those who, with natural Re ag pe 
shrink from the exposition of their necessities, hail rag 
visitants, whose friendly sympathy is not confined to wor a x 
who, as the humble but zealous ministers of the public bout?) 
bring comfort to the widowed heart, hope to the weary @ bore 
pairing, peace and consolation, gladness and sunshine, tot 
wretched and most lowly hovels of the poor.” id 

We can scarcely hope, from the existing strength ane SY : 
of this society, for the realization of all that a more vigorous 


and a better organized mode of action will accomplish ber 
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after; but all first steps are difficult, and with good objects 
in view, such as are proposed by this excellent report, this 
small but devoted band of visitors, are gleaning that practical 
experience which is worth a hundred pious wishes, and which 
only can qualify them to train the many others who, we ven- 


ture tosay, willsoon become emuluous of their example. Certainly 
the most gratifying, because the most convincing proof of their | 
success, thus far, 1s presented by their Savings’ Bank ; and the | 
nearer they approximate a “ Provident Society,” properly so. 
called, the less of special funds will they require, and the greater 
the blessing will they become to the community. 


FOREIGN AND COLONIAL INTELLIGENCE. 


Jewish Institution for Deaf Mutes.—This benevolent under- 
taking, at Nickolsburg, in Moravia, said to be the first of its kind 
for Jews exclusively, owes its origin to the following circum- 
stances. Dr. Ezech, a delcbiated philologist, well known 
also for his efforts to ameliorate the condition of deaf mutes, 
made the acquaintance at a watering place, near Vienna, of Mr. 
H. Kollisch, a manufacturer at Nikolsburg, and president of 
the Jewish school there. This acquaintance between two genial 
spirits soon ripened into a friendship, and the Jew philanthropist, 
having his sympathies awakened by the Christian, on behalf 
of the deaf mutes of his own community, for whom no means 
of training toa useful life were available, conceived the idea 
of establishing an institution for that end. The benevolent 
design was quickly realized, and in three months it was already 
brought into existence, at Mr. K.’s private cost, and opened with 
seven pupils, under the charge of a suitable teacher, trained for 
the purpose by Dr. Ezech himself. A public examination of 
the pupils has since taken place, in presence of the civic 
authorities and other official personages. ‘The result has proved 
highly creditable to the teacher, and the idea is conceived of 
extending the institution to the wants of all the Jewish communi- 
ties of Moravia, supposed to contain at least 100 unfortunate 
individuals to whom the uses of language are denied. 


— 


Wtirtemburgh.—It is fair to say that Dr. Maier has written 
to the Orient, complaining that he has been misrepresented, 
inasmuch that he only recognised the legality of Jewish prisoners 
working on the Sabbath, in the exigencies of war, of danger to 
life, or in equivalent circumstances, (Vide No. 104.) 


Bavarian Oppression.—A letter from Mayence, dated 16th 
May, mentions the embarkation of 200 more Bavarian Jews, 
inthe preceding week, for America: they gave a grievous ac- 
count of the treatment which the Jews in that kingdom are 
subjected to, and which leaves no alternative but abject en- 
durance, or expatriation. One of the emigrants, on being 
asked whether we would not be desirous to return to his native 
country from America, if successful there, answered—‘‘ not 
until America becomes Bavarian.” It will be remembered that 
only thé eldest son of a Jewish subject of the King of Bavaria, 
is permitted to marry; the juniors must conform to a compulsory 
celibacy,—and this modern Pharaoh aspires to be considered 
a patron of the arts, par excellence / 


The Tyranny of Republicanism.—A Jewish workman (a 
French subject), employed in a watch manufactory at Chaux de 
Fonds, in Switzerland, has been ordered to leave the territory 
—because he isaJew! The Editor of the Arch. Isr., calls on 
his government to interfere on behalf of the Frenchman so 
expelled, as was done in the case of the Brothers Wahl, with 
so much success; it is declared that nothing but the petty spirit 
of Jealousy on the part of his fellow workman has led to this 
Injustice. These Swiss liberals are reminded how the Jesuits 

ave been permitted to return to their territory without hin- 

drance; and they are asked how the Swiss bankers of Paris 
would relish being summoned before the minister, and made 
to receive their passports by way of reprisals ? 


_ 4 new French Charity.—Under the name of ‘‘ Fondation 


Nathalie de Rothschild,” a sum of 42,300 fr., (nearly 1700.) 


OF JACOB. 181 


has been given by that noble family at Paris; the interest» 
according to very judicious prescriptions, is to be devoted 
to paying the rent of poor Jewish families; not merely 
those on the congregational lists, but those who, being in re- 
duced circumstances, are nox to haye their sensibility wounded 
by public notice — Arch. Isr. 

Patronage of Jewish Workman.—A society is proposed at 
Paris for this object. It is intended to furnish for workmen 
without families, (especially young men from the provinces 
coming to the capital to perfect themselves in their trades,) 
Jewish lodging and boarding houses, on very moderate terms ; 
and, moreover, to find out and encourage tradesmen disposed 
to employ Jewish workmen. ‘The statutes of the society pro- 
vide for an efficient superintendence of the young men patro- 
nised by it; and the whole scheme presents an example well 
worthy the consideration of those friends of the London Jews’ 
Hospital, who complain that due facilities are not afforded 
there for enabling the apprentices to become profitably em- 
ployed journeymen. 

Lhe Fine Arts.—The first prize at the Academy of the Fine 
Arts at Paris, has this year been gained by a Jew, M. Emile 
Levy. The president of the Academy, likewise a Jew, M. F, 
Halevy, delivered the address on its behalf on the King’s féte 
day; it is represented as an eloquent. oration, exhibiting the 
biblical studies as well as the antiquarian research of the 
honorable president, in his allusions to the recent identifica- 
tion of the site of Nineveh. 


Anonymous Assailants.—An irresponsible and inapproach- 
able writer of this class, having been permitted to calumniate 
Rabbi Ettlinger, of Altona, (in the columns of the All. Zeit. 


.| des Jud.,) Dr. Steinheim, of that city, under his own proper 


name, has exposed the misrepresentations of the writer, and 
vindicated the venerable Rabbi. It remains to be seen, whether 
the assailant will have the manliness to avow himself, or 
whether our learned contemporary shall. continue under the 
grave reproach of affording such facilities to anonymous libels 
upon men of station and character. Alas, for the Jewish press! 
if its members shall so construe that much abused term ‘ im- 
partiality.” | 

Authority in the Synagogue.—lt appears that another de- 
claration, or manifesto, has been circulated for signatures at: 
Frankfort-a-M, denying the existence of any functionaries in 
Israel, at this day, who can claim to exercise spiritual authority, 
or arrogate any of the powers vested in the priesthood of old. 
The document has an apparent reference to the Rabbinical 
conclave at Brunswick, &c. The Editor of the 4. Z. d. J.,_ 
denies that there was any such assumption of authority by that 
body, and declares that those invested as Rabbis at this day, 
possess no other functions than such as may be specially dele- 
gated to them by their respective communities, and for their 
communities only. The immediate object of this new mani- 
festo is not clear; in the form above represented, it is likely to 
catch men of both extremes; that is to say, on the one hand, 
those who object to the exclusion of “laymen” from any 
meeting called to consider ‘‘ reforms”—because that class would 
not be restrained by old-fashioned predilections; and, on the 
other hand, those who are set a to have nothing done for 
the repair of the breaches in the sacred fabric, and who, there- 
fore, deny the qualification of any and every body who advo- 
cates movement of any sort. A supplement to the 4. Z. 
d. J., contains a history of the efforts made by the lamented 
Rabbi Horwitz, of Papa, in Hungary, to assemble a Rabbinical 
conclave, and to form a union of all the Rabbis of Hungary, 
with a view only to a consistent and uniform determination 
on all points referred to them, severally, by their respective 
communities, and therefore coming properly under their 
control and direction. The outline of these propositions has 


been already published in our columns, and had Rabbi Horwitz 
not been suddenly called from the sphere of his activity, a 
system of intercommunication, of mutual counsel, and of com- 
bined action among the religious guides of contiguous com- 
munities, might have ere this been in operation. 


t us hope 
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that the “‘ 7rwe Watchman of Zion,’ when ado 
of the Orthodox Rabbis, will soon take up 
subject. 


The Secession movements of Germany are alluded to in a 
tone of cutting sarcasm, by our Conservative contemporary of 
L’ Univers Israélite. He traces the connexion of the Prussian 
movement, with the itch to imitate Ronge and Czerski; and 
he calls the Berlin document “‘a Jewish New Testament, signed 
by 28 would-be Evangelists.” 

Apostacy.—In the Arch. Isr. we observe the continuance 
of a controversy between the apostate Ratisbonne, and the bro- 
ther of the late Dr. Terquem—whose corpse was seized for 
burial by the Catholic church, because ofa baptism performed 
by Mons. R., while Dr. T. was in extremis. ‘The contest be- 
trays more than ordinary heat; each denying, point blank, the 
other’s veracity. The worthlessness of the Abbé Ratisbonne 1s 
manifest enough; but it is deeply to be lamented, that practices 
so latitudinarian should lie to the charge of his accuser. To 
have given away his neice at the Catholic altar, and to confess 
a disregard of outward forms in religious concerns, place the 
Jew at great disadvantage in the controversy, and we regret 
that the somewhat ‘oo “impartial” policy of our worthy con- 
temporary, should permit this publication in his columns, as by 
a Jewish champion, without rebuke. We cannot, however, 
doubt the editor’s own feeling in the matter, when we remem- 
ber his share in demanding, that the former President of the 
French Israelite Consistory should be deposed—for having 
sanctioned by his presence, the Catholic marriage of his grand- 
daughter. 

Conversion of an Idiot.—The Arch. Jsr., contains an ac- 
count of the pretended conversion to the Catholic creed, of an 
unfortunate young Jewess of weak intellect, in one of the public 
establishments, at Paris, for persons of that class. 


as the organ 
is all-important 


The Jews’ Revenge.—The operatives of Paris, as in England, 
are accustomed to form associations among themselves, for 
mutual support during sickness, or want of employment. That 
of the journeymen-bootmakers was dissolved by the authorities— 
as itis supposed under some misapprehension, In their difficulty 
— applied to Mons. Crémieux, the distinguished advocate 
and deputy, whose successful representations at the bureau 
of the Minister of the Interior obtained for the bootmakers a 
legal authorisation. The Editor of the drch. Jsr., who relates 
this incident, makes a pertinent allusion to the wonderful 
change since the time when the Jewry was a prey to the passions 
of a priest-ridden mob of workmen of this same class, and when 
the unhappy Jews sued in vain for sympathy ; now, it isthe Jew’s 
turn, an he employs his eloquence and influence in vindicating 
before the government, the workmen’s right to associate for 
lawful and philanthropic purposes. So be it ever! The grate- 
ful warkmen have employed another Jew, M. Adam Salomon, 
the sculptor, to model a medallion commemorative of their 

titude. Its inscription is to be ‘‘ To Crémieux, from the 

ciety of working bootmakers of Paris.” —W e could have wished 
to see such a memento go down to posterity, with the title “‘ Jew”’ 
affixed to their benefactor’s name. The prejudices against us 
are hereditary, why not the associations of what is indeed 
essentially Jewish ? 

Progress.—They write from Posen, that for the first time 
in the history of the Duchy, a Jew has been chosen Stadt-Rath. 
‘here are 24 civic officers bearing that title, and their functions 
are somewhat analogous to those of an Alderman. Thus a 
Prusso-Polish province is in advance of the enlightened City 
of London! The States of Wiirtemburgh have favorably en- 
tertained the proposition for removing the civil disabilities of 
the Jews in that kingdom.——tThe wholesale emigration of the 
Bavarian Jews, in consequence of the intolerable oppression to 
which they are subjected by that government, has at last 
excited attention, and the Minister of public worship, &c., has 
had referred to him a proposition for somewhat ameliorating 
the condition of this unhappy people. 


_ Gleanings from *‘ The Occident.”—The Talmud Torah School 
of New York, underwent a second annual examination on 
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are very few candidates for the office of 


Sunday, 26th January. The exercises were passed th 
very creditably ; the last blessing of Jacob was translated 
construed, (no easy task,) and two boys were examined jy ~ 
commentary of Rashi, as far as Mishpatim. The teacher Mr 
Goldsmith, had prepared a religious catechism of his ow, fos 
the school, in which they were examined. The Rey, gs 7 
Isaacs delivered an appropriate exhortation, and Jonas B 
Phillips, Esq. followed with an address, which gave such 
universal satisfaction that it was resolved to publish it in ¢p 
Oceident——Judge Noah has written to our American om. 
temporary, in justification of his views on the Restoration of 
the Jews. We shall read his supplemental remarks with all 
due attention, but, meanwhile, must protest against his mis. 
construction of our own honest, and certainly courteous, criti. 
cism on his lecture, (in Nos. 90, 93, and 102.) We said that. jp 
our judgment, ‘‘ some” of Mr. N.’s opinions are “ Anti-J udaic " 
and we gave his text, together with our reasons for so thinkin, 
We did not * unceremoniously”’ apply that epithet to his whok, 
discourse ; and he will forgive us for not seeing an absolute 
proof that a doctrine is not Anti-J udaic—in the mere fact that its 
promulgator ‘‘ did not intend it to be so.” We invite Mr, 
to meet and combat, in the Occident, the arguments we have 
opposed to his dicta in the places cited ; we have already said, 
and even proved, that our sympathies are with him on some points, 
—An auxiliary society of 62 annual subscribers, has been formed 
at Richmond, to assist the parent society of Philadelphia i, 
publishing popular Jewish works. The Rev. S. M. Isaacs, in 
a letter to the Occident, demands the reduction of the offerings 
at the Sepher to three at the utmost, and the Rev. Editor 
approves the proposition; both however, almost apologize for 
so reasonable and necessary an opposition to what is an ostenta- 
tious and crying abuse, as if it were a dangerous innovation 
upon old usages ! The Hebrew Sunday School of Phila. 
delphia, at its seventh annual examination, exhibited an expres. 
sive testimony to the fruits of the institution ;—several of the 
teachers had but recently been scholars in the same establish- 
ment, 


Rabbinical Guidance and Rabbinical Training. 


Our readers are aware, that there exists at Metz, in France, a 
seminary for the education of Jewish ministers, and that it is 
supported by an annual State grant. The occasion for the elec- 
tion of a Chief Rabbi over all the Jews of France, has given the 
occasion to our contemporary of the Univers Isra¢lite, to con- 
sider the scope and defects of that establishment ; and we give 
here a sketch of bis observations, believing they may suggest 
what might be wisely aimed at, and what avoided, in a similar 
undertaking in this country. aoa 

The law (of the new French ordonnance), by an error whichis 
already deplored, has confided to an indiscriminately selected 
lay body, the selection of the Chief Rabbi of France ; whereas, 
it is maintained, the analogy which prevails in the Catholic 
church would have been more judiciously followed ; and then, — 
(since the law compels the selection of a Frenchman) the spi'- 
tual officers already invested, would have discharged the re- 
sponsibility of selecting that one from among themselves, whom 
the greatest number deemed qualified for so important an office. 
This plan might perhaps have had its disadvantage, but the 
electors meats in any case be better fitted for their office, than 
banquiers et negociants, whose several ‘peculiar notions of *re- 
form’’ or ‘* conservatism,” could not then acquire any undue 
influence—because of patronage exercised in this appolnt- 
ment, | 

Some regret having been expressed, that the law does not 
permit the French to take Rabbis from Germany, our contem- 
porary consoles his readers by the reflection, that the [00 Pl" 
vailing characteristics of those gentlemen are their specu. 
wneveling, and even destructive tendencies. This charge 
justifies, by a reference to the proceedings of some oa ‘ 
rendered themselves most prominent in Germany ; not ome 
ing however from the merit of the few, whose distingu! ce. 
labours have been openly and actively devoted to the prt 


vation of Judaism in its integrity. It is gel Rabbi of 
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France; a circumstance that is attributed to the pressure 
which those electors, desirous of reforms, are seeking to exer- 
cise upon candidates who enter the field; moreover, the Rabbins 
of France, it is said, are too conscientious to purchase popularity 
and power at the price which their German brethren seem 
disposed to pay for them. 

he seminary at Metz, has trained the great majority of the 
fifty-four Rabbis distributed over France; and our contem- 

rary pays a high compliment to their piety and zeal as a 
ody, but he complains that the system as there adopted is 
inadequate for the end in view. Pupils are not admissible 
until the age of 18, when their habits and tastes are already 
partially formed, whereas they ought to be wholly modelled 
with reference to the sacred vocation before them. To take 
a youth of 18 from some inferior trade or humble calling, and 
transform him into a minister at once, has necessarily less 
chance of success, than to select youths of 14 from the proper 
walks of life, immediately on their leaving school, and train 
those only who prove themselves qualified for the ministerial 
office. It is maintained that, whereas in every other profes- 
sion, the Jewish student in France is constantly attaining to 
excellence and distinction, it needs only to adopt the fitting 
course in order to qualify the most eminent theologians, the 
most eloquent preachers, and the most estimable spiritual 
guides, for the future wants of the Synagogue. 
The inadequacy of the existing system at Metz, has been em- 
loyed as an argument for the removal of the seminary to Paris. 
his proposition is combated, on the score that the attractions 
or seductions of a capital, are not favorable to the development 
of those qualities needful in an ecclesiastic. 


OUR LETTER-BOX, 
CoNVERSIONIST VAGARIES. 


Mr. Editor,—Presuming that the readers of your periodical 
would not object to an article of somewhat lighter character 
than you are accustomed to furnish, I venture to string toge- 
ther for their entertainment, a few running commentaries on the 
solemn farce enacted at Exeter Hall, on the 9th May, being the 
anniversary meeting of the “ London Society for Per-verting 
the Jews.” It is a grievous reflection, that so amiable a noble- 
man as Lord Ashley, one usually, as the Premier lately ad- 
mitted, practical in his benevolence, should lend himself to 
such a godless chimera as the attempt to denationalize and 
apostatize Israel !—but fanaticism blinds men’s judgments, and 
neither reason nor prophecy prevail against it. The report 
read at the meeting, gave a pathetic account of the indignities 
and injuries to which the Jews in various parts of the world 
are subjected, and it called on Christians to labour forthe removal 
of these evils as a Christian duty ;—but what said the speakers ? 
Que Reverend organ of the society, protested against ‘ the 
infidel working of the present day, to give exaltation to impe- 
nitent and unforgiven Israel!” He also declared that “ error 
must be discouraged by the government.” Another Reverend 
orator, explicitly denounced the concession of civil rights to 
the Jews: and still another, repudiated the lawfulness ‘ to 
seek their temporal peace by countenancing for a moment their 
fatal errors!” Why, what but this is the policy on which the 
indignities and injuries inflicted on Jews in other lands are 
excused ? Surely, this profession of friendship to the Jew, on 
the stand and deliver” stipulation, is a solemn farce. — 
5 It was found necessary to defend Bishop Alexander against 
ungenerous surmises affecting his character,” prevalent 

during the last twelve or eighteen months in various towns 
aud cities in this country.” Qui s’eacuse s'accuse ; and this 
significant championship betrays the fact, that the Jews are 
not the only parties who have their misgivings as to Bishop 

lexander’s motives for renouncing thirty shillings a week, as 

Ochet, or licensed slayer of cattle at lymouth, for some 

1. per annum, with the title of “my lord,” in the East; 
especially when it is remembered that another converted pre- 
late, in the same see, died with a confession of the hypocrisy of 

iswhole career as a Christian. Another elaborate defence 
Presented to the meeting, was against an implied system of 
‘squandering the enormous income of the society amongst its 
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own managers and officers! The auditors were satisfied, and 
the officers were voted honorable men. But, sir, the broadest 
features of the farce were presented by the Revds, F. C. Ewald 
and Dr. Wolff, both oi-divant Jews. The former made an 
exhibition of a picture, framed and glazed, and a small read- 
ing-desk, as specimens of Jewish-operative-convert-workman- 
ship, at Jerusalem (smart, and tradesman like!) and, after this 
exhibition, the latter gentleman obliged and astonished the 
company by singing a solo, with ‘sonorous voice,” “‘ giving 
evident delight.” The hat is carried round for this eccentric per- 
former in a very ingenious fashion ; for an appended note reminds 
the says that Dr, W. has spent 600/. of his own money (?) 

besides 10007. of Capt. Grover's, and probably the few odd 

hundreds first collected, on his Bokhara mission ; and after the 

report, follows an advertisement of a “ testimonial to Dr. W.” 

[ have charity enough to think poor Wolff not altogether 
responsible for all his recent extravagancies; but I must never- 

theless smile at the consummate art of the Reverend orator 

who introduced him before a society, to which he had pre-- 
viously been hostile, as the more admirable, because of those 

very erratic tendencies which, to vulgar minds, might seem 
destructive of all confidence! So, the more slippery, the 

more ‘‘ comet-like, that will settle nowhere” (as the Reverend 

speaker has it) a convert proves, the more estimable is he! 

An orator who followed Dr. Wolff and Mr. Ewald,—and 

evidently with reference to their wondrous narratives and per- 

formances—called the assembly ‘‘ a meeting which has much 

of enjoyment and excitement, and a little of romance to add 

to ourenjoyment!” This, at least, was candid; and I will re- 

vert to Mr. Ewald, in order to claim for him his full share of 
this compliment by his Reverend brother. He occupied the 

meeting by explaining how the Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem— 

“knowing how to behave as a gentleman’’—having, on a 
certain visit of Mrs. Alexander to his house, passed the usual 

seek the peace of your husband,”) he, Mr. E., had written 

home, on that slender foundation, .a ‘‘ missionary report’’ that 
the Bishop and the Chief Rabbi were hand and glove! This 
being, in Mr. E.’s opinion, ‘‘ unfortunately ” published by the 

Society, Dr. Frankel challenged him before credible English 

witnesses, and in the presence of the Chief Rabbi, with having 

magnified the consequence of this common-place civility. Mr. 

E. makes it appear a great thing for his credit, that the Rabbi, 

when formally appealed to, did no more than rebuke his exag- 

geration, and did not forget the having sent some such message, 

Alas! poor man, that his credit, even in his own opinion, 

should have had so narrow an escape !—Jews! beware how, 

after this, you say ‘‘very well, thank you,” to a manufacturer 

of reports for the London Conversionists. Such an answer is 

pregnant with meaning, in the hands of a practised purveyor of 
‘romance, enjoyment, and excitement,” for Exeter Hall 

meetings. 

Well, Mr. Editor, I have done; and will merely, by way of 
appropriate finale to my criticism, quote one of the facetiz of the 
last speech, which, like the epilogue of this solemn farce, enume- 
rated all that had been said and done on that stage for their 
delectation: e. g.—‘‘ And then we were introduced tothe German 
Wolff, who comes not to devour or destroy the flock, but to 
feed the flock, the sheep, and the lambs; and we are thankful 
that he has escaped ‘ out of the mouth of the lion and the paw 
of the bear,’ and is returned safe to England; because, in 
England, the wolf lies down with the lamb!”’—Exeunt omnes ; 
145/. being levied at the doors ..........+++++. Q. E. D.! 


To the Members of the Hambro’ Synagogue. 


My dear Brethren!—Little as I am disposed at any time to 
intrude my opinions upon the notice of the public, on matters that 
more immediately concern the executive bodies of our community, 
still less am I disposed to give a general opinion on questions 
that involve the discipline of our synagogue service ; and although 
I may be taunted with impertinence in thus offering the following 
remarks, still allow me to assure you that I am actuated solely 
by a sense of public duty, and a strong desire (although pro- 
fessing to no saintliness), to see our synagogues what they ought 
to be, places of worship, prayer and devotion. As you are about 
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engaging a new Reader, the present moment affords you an 
opportunity which may not occur again for some time, to reflect 
upon the propriety of joining the ranks in the march of improve- 
ment, and in so doing, getting rid of the present objectionable mode 
of chaunting the prayers. Therefore, my respected friends, I 
implore you to pause, seriously pause, ere you fix the final seal 
which may shut out this golden opportunity for improving your 
synagogue service. I ask you is it reasonable that a congregation 
should be attracted together by .the mere sound of the semi and 
demi-semi quavers of a man’s voice ?—and so become the means of 
going through a service in which the heart takes no part!—I ask 
ou, is not this hollow system an insult to the divine being ?—nay, 
is it not a want of becoming respect, and a rests desecration 
of the house of God, to listen to the most beautiful, impressive, 
and soul-moving prayers and psalms sung to the most adverse 
tunes, often selected from the fashionable operas of the day ? Ask 
yourselves seriously, is this trae worship, is it devotion, is it decent ? 
nay, it is downright mockery. It is not that vocal music is ob- 
jectionable, but the way in which it is applied; it should be the 
duty of a carefully trained choir to perform all the musical part 
of the service, leaving the reader the duty of distinctly and impres- 
sively reading the prayers, totally unembellished with the least 
attempt to sing. By the adoption of some such system as this, 
you will not only place yourselves in the proud position of leading 
the van in the march of improvement, but you will carry with you 
the gratitude of an enlightened posterity. 
| I remain, my dear Brethren, 
Your sincere well wisher, 
London, Ist June. ELIAS DAVIS. 
[Although we ought not to be held responsible, either for the opinions 
of our correspondents, or for the manner and taste displayed in the 
expression of them, yet it appears to be considered that, compelled as 
we occasionally are to neglect the favors of many valuable correspondents 
for want of room, some reasons may be implied for the preference assumed 
to be given to what we do insert. We beg leave to say therefore, that 
this apparent preference is frequently a mere accident, dependent either 
upon the length of the articles, the period of their being received, or upon 
some other like cause. Upon the foregoing letter we will merely make 
one comment; it is that we understand the system of operatic embellishment 
to be already exploded, at least in all respectable synagogues, and that a 
method equably balanced between the illegalities of the wholly “ silent 
system,” and the tumultuousness of that of “‘ independent discords,”’ is 
scarcely to be hoped for, until it shall be determined to prepare and train 


a class of ministers, not merely as D°)1M and precentors, but as ‘M) 
and pastors.—Eb.] 


REVIEW. 
Wade's London Review. W. 5S. Orr and Co. 

In this monthly periodical may be found information and 
originality, and the articles, whether selected or written for 
the work, exhibit much talent. In a recent number, we find 
an article headed—*‘ Rise and Progress of British Industry,” a 
portion of which we extract as being interesting to our readers :— 

‘The wealth, and other famed attractions of our isle, 
tempted over a description of immigrants, neither renowned 
for the use of the sword, the shuttle, nor the plough. These 
were the Jews, who came over in great numbers after the con- 
quest Precluded by their faith from engaging in the wars of 
the European nations amongst whom they settled, they limited 
themselves to trade, and were more strictly men of peace than 
any class, not even excepting the clergy. Their religion made 
them generally hateful. Popularly they were odious, from their 
onwanike character and exclusive devotion to traffic ; espe- 
clally to a species of traffic, the utility of which could not be 
comprehended in an ignorant age. The Jews were not workers 
with the head nor the hands, nor did they deal in commodities ; 
their dealings were in money only. This deserves to be ex- 
lained. In the present age it excites surprise, that it could 
ave ever been deemed unjust to receive interest for the loan 
of money; but our wonder will cease, if we consider that in 
the early stages of society, when trade was in its infancy, those 
who borrowed had seldom any other object than the relief of 
their necessities, nor those who /ent any other object than the 
relief of ¢hetr necessities, and had no other motive than bene- 
volence or friendship; whereas, people are now enabled to 
employ capital to such an advantage as. may well afford a 
remuneration to themselves for their intelligence and industry 
in its application, and to the lender for the risk which he incurs, 
and the opportunity which he loses of employing it himself. 


Hence the morality of the transaction is wholly changed; loans 


are not sought as doles, nor advanced in charity 
way of trade; and profit may be as equitably rea 
them asfrom land. . . . In this way the Jews 
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selves uscful. They were the first capitalists at them. 


bankers 


Europe. They furnished the oil and motive force of inter 


change ; and wherever commerce had taken root thers = 

they to be found zealously pursuing, under obloquy Phas 
and persecution, their peculiar avocation. Its usefulness ger, 
not appreciated at the time, because capital was not Wadena. 
to be what it is now considered to be—hoarded or accumy) t 
labour.”’ ated 


The article concludes by passing a eulogy on the ind 
trious habits of the Jews, which have gained for them the a 
proved position in society as compared with of formor aves 
It attributes their persecution wholly to ignorance and =. 
understanding, which are now nearly obliterated ; for « they 
were the promoters of commerce, and their wanderings coy 
stituted the connecting links of mankind.” 

NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Sydney.—Mr. Moss’s communication of the 2nd Feb. is duly to hand: 
our last number will have explained the sceming oversight of which hy 
complains. 


ir im. 


NOTICES FOR THE ENSUING FORYNIGHT,_ 
Sabb. 21st June, 16thof Sivan. Portion for the week, JM7yn2: Long: st day 
Sabb. 28th ,, 23rd ,, 


pis 
EWS’ HOSPITAL, Mile End, for the Support of the Aged, 


and for the Education and Employment of Youth of both sexes, 

The Governors and Subscribers to the abuve Institutioa are respectfully in. 
formed, that it is the intention of the General Committee, to increase the number 
of Boys to 60. Five Boys extra will be admitted in July, and the remaining fi), 
not till January next, owing to some alteration being necessary for the accommo. 
dation of the whole of the increased number. The Committee at present declan 
vacaucies for Six Boys, and Three Girls, 

Further particulars may be obtained, by applying to the’ Secretary, 42, Grea: 
Prescott Street. By Order, 

S. SOLOMON—See. 


’¥@XO the Respected Members of the Hambro’ Synagogue.— 
Gentiemen,— Before 1 depart from this country, permit me to express to you 
all my heartfelt gratitude for the friendly reception 1 have met with, and my sis- 
cere regret, that the expiration of the period granted me for the purpose of applying 
for your vacant readership, will deprive me of that pleasure of a personal interviews 
with every Gentleman of the Synagogue, for which I felt truly anxious; but thi 
not being practicable, and in reliance on that good feeling which has already bees 
manifested, ] avail myself of this opportunity, to bid a hearty farewell to every 
member of the Hambro’ Synagogue, with the respectful solicitation of your futur 
favor and support in my behalf. 
I have the honor to be, Gentiemen, 
Your very obedient Servant, 

London, 11th Sivan, 5605. L. DAHL, Reader from Coblenz. 
ESSONS IN DRESS MAKING and MILLINERY.— 
Years of Apprenticeship, reduced to a few days’ practice.—To the Heads o! 
Jewish families. By a series of systematic lessons, Ladies are rendered periee' 

Milliners and Dress Makers in Fourteen Days. 

The advertiser undertakes to render any Lady of ordinary capacity fully com- 
petent to enter into business, take a situation, or to superintend her own Dresses and 
Millinery in the above incredibly short time. Reference to pupils of the first r- 
spectability. Pupils from a distance can be accommodated with every domeste 
comfort in a highly respectable Jewish family, at whose residence the lessons 4% 
given. 

Terms :—lInstruction, Board and Lodging, Fourteen Days, for One Pupil, Tea 
Guineas: Ditto for Two Pupils, Fifteen Guineas. | ae. ke 

Pupils will have the advantage of a delightful Marine Residence, Sea Bathing, = 
at a short distance from town. For Cards of address apply to Mrs. Torras, +5, 
Savage Gardens, Tower Hill. 


{ 7ICTORIA HOUSE—For Boarding and Lodging, 13, New 


Steyne, Brighton.—M. Nathan, in announcing his removal to the _ ~ 
lightfully situated and spacious premises, begs to acknowledge with gratitu but 
encouragement he has hitherto experienced, and hopes by the additional nae ee 
dation and comfort his new establishment will afford, to merit their contin P 
port. Dinners, &e. prepared and sent to any part of the town. 


jon, whose 
ANTED a for the Manchester Congregation, W 
age must not exceed forty. Salary £100 per annum. Tests 
be addressed to M. B. Hyam, 26, Market Street, Manchester. b 
ANTED, Apartments and Board, for a permanent), J 
Three or Four Gentlemen of the Jewish faith, with the 4 2 ‘st 
tending the number to Six, if desirable. There must be no other ry? required, 
neighbourhood mast be in sume quiet and respectable part of London. A 
a moderate advance would be made towards furnishing an eligible house. City 


by letter, with an explicit statement of all particulars, to A. B., 8, Lime = i 
ari 
Printed by Epwanp Varty, 27, Camomile Street, in the Published by 


hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and +h under 
BENJAMIN STEILL, 20, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. Faith un 
St. Paul, in the City of London. 

Fripay, June 20, 1845. 
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